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ONEISLAND,
ONE PARK
- MAYBE

PLAN TO SAVE GREEN SPACE
Conservationists love the scheme,
but Mulcair’s successor is less keen

MICHELLE LALONDE
THE GAZETTE

There are precious few places left
on Montreal Island where you
can close your eyes, smell noth-
ing but moist earth and fresh air
and enjoy the rat-a-tat of wood-
peckers, a chorus of wood frogs,
or the trickle of spring water
over moss-covered rocks.

The forests and wetlands
around Riviére 4 'Orme in the
West Island harbour some of
those places, and conservation-
ists say it's time Montrealers
opened their eyes to the fact
that natural spaces like these
are disappearing at a shocking
Tate.

Since 1990, an estimated 1,000
hectares of forests have been
stripped from the island to make
way for private development.

This city now has the lowest
percentage of protected natural
areas of any North American
urban centre.

Only six per cent of the is-
land’s land mass is unspoiled
wilderness — woods, shoreline
and wetlands - and half of that

is unprotected by any law or
statute. Much of the unprotected
half is owned by private develop-

ers,

An alliance of island conser-
vation groups called the Green
Coalition has been trying des-
perately to stop this steady ero-
sion of green space. For the past
two years, the coalition has been
warking with the provincial gov-
ernment on a project to give
what's left of Montreal's natural
spaces the legal status of a
provineial park.

In fact, before he was turfed
out of cabinet six weeks ago, for-
mer environment minister
Thomas Mulcair was preparing
to create a new provincial park
on the island, starting at the
shores of the Lake of Two
Mountains and the Rivigre a
I'Orme, but eventually taking in
all ecologically valuable land in
the entire archipelago of Mon-
treal. This includes the islands of
Montreal and Laval, as well as
dozens of other islands around
them.

Please see PARK, Page A4
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* ¥out fecroe to educate their viscera and their fearts, ... People have to plece a volue on
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PR EL OBEHOEALUF THE CATETTE

Creen Coalition member Denvid Flatcher says urban forasts Bl the Rivies 3 ['Qrme ecolarritory are a joy for hiers and provide habitst for migratory birds and marvy rare snd endangered spécies




PARK Ecoterritory designation won't stop development, Green Coalition says

CONTIMUED FROM Al

In an Interview with The
Grazedte last week, Muleair said
the provineial park dea was
“moving alabg apsoe” when he
wak faveed aut of the envivan-
et poralio

“The ddes was that we take
everyvihing in and around the
Mantreal archipslage that. is
with savingg, " amd oomsal kate it
inte what the Quebee govern-
menf refers foas a “national”
park, or what is calbsd a provin:
clal park in ofther Cansdian

beegmidd,

It would be Guebec's first
provineial park in an urbem sat-
ting, und the first that would bs
male up of many vmecnnecied
pleces of land. Mulbeair's smtha-
tiom groaps rejolcing.

Bt the new anviromment -
ister, Clawde Béchard, has been
sibent on the praject, as his pov-
arnment daals with the falkomat

Letters in Béchard's office firom

Prowincinl Park ides iz alive or
dend, havee gome wnanswered,

b

If wou ask David Fletcher of
the Green Coalition why we
should sanvm urban forests ke
Anse & I'Urme from develop-
mient, his hlue mes light up

Biok anly are these places & jov
ta hike thrmsgh, ke explains, bt

they provide habiias for misras- -

1y birds and mamy rara amd sn-
dangered specins, The islanda in
the Lake of Two Mountains,
which inchude Montreal, Laval
amd many smaller tsbsmds, enjoy

BILIETE: Chy ol Mbordvwad

a micro-climate that alles cer-
tadn rare plamt amd animal
species toflonrlsh

For 30 vesrs 63 a primary
school teacher in Plerrefonds,
Fletcher organized field trips so
e coald show ehildren Aest-
hand bow everyillng - fom the
deer to the plants to the birds to
the bivalve mollusce in the
miarsh - i interdependent.

Bomme of these kicks are now ac-
tive in the losal conservation
e, hesaid.

“Youn hawe to edueate thedr vis-
oora amad thelr hearts, ... Peophe
have 1o place & valwe on these
Hacea, ernotimally s= well &= i
thalr pockethoks

Forests on the {sland of Mon-
el awre boamee to [Rrge mamrmsals
snch as foxes, covotes, deer and
mocse, a8 well &5 rare and endan-
gared amidmal and plant spacies,
Inchading the msp hurtle, hrown
snake, milk snake, wild leak,
wikd ginger anel booth wart.

That's why the Gresn Coali-

i_h- Elzard seo-corridar
'I Cheval Blane Rapids

Hom was plessad - al Ear foam
gatafied — in Mareh 300d whish
Monireal Mayvor Géirald Trem-
hlays sdmindstration idenlifsd
10 “epoterriiotles” o the [alars],
including the Biviipe i I'Orme
porHCoiT dor:

The cify set aside F8 milliat
foacynire nahaeal areas whthin
thwese terriiories thal are threai-
emed by devedamisnt.

Bt the coalitdon poldnted ot
that budget is far shorl of the
e than £200 ik 18 weould
coet to bay oubright all the pri-
wabedy oawmed larxd in Bhe ecolerrd-
Tortes, Ard the eoolerriin v dosip-
natkon doss nod aniomatbcally
stop devilopament. 1 mears thal
devalopers will have to go befove
A special ety commdites to ses 1
thelr plans cam betler aommmim-
date epviroeiental coneerns,

“It's just a name that makes
pecqe think that these plams are
prodected, wibels 18 sl 1ol dhs
& " =l Bylvia Oljemark, co-
Tirmnder of dhe Green Coalitiog.

.. Laching Rapids

Montreal ecoterritories

I Barch 2000, Moy Grald Tramlay's
administratien ientdied W eoobarikecias on
the isiand. The sty sei aside 58 milisn t=
atpuing aluns] spead within theca e rileras
that ana threatersd by desloprsnt.

Oljemark said the city isina
kind af conflict of infterest, he-
brings in tax

e developmen t
dullars. In Eact, she nodes, the ity

of Montreal, along with local

nicipalities, ane promoting major
projects = roads and highways,

al beast 4000 new housing anits
i be built in the Riviére a
I‘Drm&mmriﬂnrahdmn&ur
roals o skrve thert development
il i i et 1ail.

Ancther major housing pro-
Jecl is planmed for the Cheval
Blane Bapids peoderribory, also
I Plerrefimnds.

Verdun wants fo allow 11 25, |

glorey cotula towers to be bailt
unll'u.l:ﬂ-'[ﬁnd.'[l:_ﬂtml:lnh-
ttrudﬁvllnﬂrwminthtw

in r:lnhul’:.uﬂ e,
Highway 15 woudd benve o severs

b

In an interview with The
Gamette last woek, an Barviron-
ment Department official said
the project §s not dead, bat he
iried to lower , expecintions
rmised by Mulraic

"For the moment, the Two
Mountains Park project is just a
comoept, an iden fo better plan
and Integrate conservatbon ac.
thang,” in the Greader Montreal

He confirmed that the depart-
ment arsder Mulsyir had under-

taken & “gap analysis" to look at

what ecologically sensithoe arves

are currerily ol profectsd and
are thresabened by imminend de-
velopment. He snidd thet promess.
cootinnes under Béchard.

But in terms of concrete ac-
tion, the new mintster has only
gane so far as to have an assis--
tant deputy minister approach
the Maontreal Metropolitan
Conncil, which is responsibde fiw
ETRENSpace managemant i the
aren, tn begin general talks

| about planning.

“We don't enwision taking s
thom snch a8 expropristing pei-
land,” hesaddl “ Wt will be

in the long term, and not

=0 Jongg berm, 18 o rally peops to-
ward the ides of conssrvation. "

He said the departmemnt will
nid ey the munleipal and ve-
glonal anthoeity on nrbsmn plan-
ning, bat rather support them bn
corsarYalon eflore

“Tho Ides b= not tomske a padk
0 oreste & morabortum on devel-
e, It 1 i work with clifes
Al regional povernments o La-
tegrate conservation fmto orban
planning,” be s

Bt Mulcadr sakd the park pro-
ject was plresdy well advanesd
when he left the department.

He plans o continee to lobby
for Two Mountains Provincial
Park through oiber cabinet min-
tsters like Geoffrey Hellop a
lmmtl:mswpummfthupm—

thlir safd the province is
mugh better positioned than
cities nnd regional conneils o
protectecalngieal heritage.

“If you don't have that ceer-
arching vision of what needs to
be done from Loke of Two
Mountains right to the other end
af the island and the other iss
lands beponad, you just won't be
ahle to bodld for the firture."

mlalandai
thagazette canwast.com
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