2006-08-01: Accuseé de reception from Ombudsman of Montreéal

OMBUDSMARM
de Moncréal

August 1, 2006

Mr. Al Hayeak

4545, Trenholme Avenue
Montréal (Québec)

H4B 1X8

Subject:  Your request to the OMBUDSMAN DE MONTREAL
Our Ref. : OMBUD - 1006

Mr. Hayeak,

We acknowledge receipt of your request received on August 1, 2006. Rest assured that this
request will be treated in a timely manner.

The person responsible to handle your file is:

Me. Marjolaine Therrien, depufy ombudsman
OMBUDSMAN DE MONTREAL

275 Motre-Dame Est, suite R-100

Montréal (Québec) H2Y 106

E-mail : pmbudsman(@ville. montreal.gc.ca
Phone : 514 872-8999

Fax: 514 872-2379

Do not hesitate to contact that person for any information you may require pertaining to our
process or to your file,

In the coming days, we will review your file and, if appropriate, we will request from the service
or the borough concemed all the information we deem relevant to treat your file adequately.
We may also contact you to obtain additional information or require a meeting with you, so as
to ensure that we clearly understand your situation and point of view. In any such case, it will
be important that you fully cooperate with our office,

Thank you for addressing your concems to the OMBUDSMAN DE MONTREAL.

Yours truly, \

Sylvie »ﬁ% ’/\Z;—\

Secretary

Isp
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News Release
for immediate release

Montreal, August 1, 2006

Montreal trades away publicly-owned green spaces for private profit at Rapides du
Cheval Blanc Ecoterritory. Green Coalition appeals to the Ombudsman.

The Green Coalition respectfully requests the Ombudsman to examine the evidence that
citizens’ rights have been violated by the Montreal City Council vote (Agenda item
20.16) to approve a land exchange permitting the realization of a large-scale residential
development project at Rapides du Cheval Blanc West. Citizens have called for the
conservation of this shoreline green space for forty years.

It is our strong belief that the vote at Montreal City Council on May 23, 2006 contradicts
many of the policy directions adopted by this City; namely, Politique de consultation et
de participation publique, Plan stratégique de développement durable, Politique de
protection et mise en valeur des milieux naturels, Plan de Transport, Politique de I’arbre,
and Charte Montréalaise des droits et responsabilités.

It is our strong belief that the vote on May 23 has set in motion a large-scale development
project at Rapides du Cheval Blanc Ecoterritory without any prior public consultation
whatsoever. Our only recourse is to appeal to the Ombudsman.

The Green Coalition formally requests the Ombudsman to overturn the May 23 vote or to
facilitate an inquiry into events leading up to that vote, so that the history of public
clamour to have the Rapides du Cheval Blanc waterfront land preserved, going back to
the 1960s, will not have been denied. The Green Coalition also requests the Ombudsman
to investigate irregularities in the procedures of the vote itself at Montreal City Council
on May 23, 2006.

Attached please find the Green Coalition’s submission to the Ombudsman. Also attached
is an Appendix of more than 100 supporting documents that chronicle citizens demands
to preserve natural green spaces in general, and Cheval Blanc in particular.

Contacts:
David Fletcher (514) 683-7864

Sylvia Oljemark  (514) 332-9146
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Nature lovers optimistic

West Island nature lovers celebrated last
week after learning a 70-metre-wide linear
park along Pierrefond’s waterfront is in the
works.

George Boutilier, a former Pierrefonds
city councillor and environmentalist, said
he was relieved to hear there was a plan for
a waterfront park opposite the Cheval Blanc
rapids.

The announcement made at the borough
council meeting heartened residents who
have been fighting to preserve the water-
front for several years.

Boutilier said residents were advised that

the plans for the park will be presented to
the public in the fall.

Patricia Di Genova, an urban planner
with the city of Montreal confirmed the
planned park.

- But Di Genova said it’s unknown whether
the new plan for the Cheval Blanc housing
project being designed by Grilli Immobilier
Inc. will include a 7C-metre band between
the buildings and riverbank.

However, she said, the city remains com-
mitted to seeing a regional park in the
Cheval Blanc area and has input in what
will ultimately be built.
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- Housing project
scaled back

CONSERVATIONISTS FIGHT TO SAVE WATERFRONT SITE

Groups don't put much faith in public consultations: "They
listen to complaints and adopt whatever they have planned’

CHERYL CORMACCHIA
THE GAZETTE

Conservationisis opposed to the Cheval
Blanc housing development on Pierre-
fonds’ waterfront were cautiously opti-
miztic this week.

This month's announcement by the
Metrapolitan Transportation Agency
{hat thers won't be a new station between
the existing Roxboro-Plerrefonds and Ile
Bigras stations on the Deux Montagnes
commuter Hne has gliven them move time
to Jobbs

The train station was to be a focal point
of tho $12-million housing development,
but, instead, it has killed the original
plan, which called for 650 watérfromt
hotsing umits

The project will now go back to the
drawing board, said Bert Ward. a bor-

“For 40 years, citizens
have been fighting
to preserve that shoreline
e we're not giving up.”

Sviva OLemank

ough coumeillor in Pierrefonds- Roxboro,

‘Ward said new plans for a scaled-back
residentinl development - about 300 units
in four-storey buildings - will be drafted
by developer Grilli Immobilier Inc.

After that plan is approved by a bor-
ough comimittee, Ward said, it will be pre-
semted at a public consultation in Sep-
tember

Montreal's Green Coalition and the
Comité pour la sauvegarde des espaces
verts entourant les rapides du Chewval
Blanc welcomed the news but pxpressed
some reservations.

Carmen Vrana, a member of the
Comifé said that in the past, “public con-
sultation” has only meant public infor-
mation.

“They Listen to our complaints then
start the regular council meeting and
adopt whatever they have planned,”
Vrana said.

MNonetheless, Vrana and others said

thev will continue 1o protest the housing
project.

“Four 40 years, citizens have been fight-
ing to preserve that shoreline and we're
not giving up,” said Sylvia Oljemark,
founding president of Montreal’s Green
Coalition.

The collection of wetlands, meadows
and shoralineg iz home to many endan-
gered species including the map turtle,
brown cnake and eastornmill snake, Olje-
mark said.

“1t’s the only remaining natural shore-
line on the Island that can be protected.”
she said,

The threatened land has been declared
one of 10 ecoterritories on the island,
which the city of Montreal pledged to
protect, Oljiemark said.

With the development golng back to the
drawing board, David Fletcher of the
Green Coalition gaid the borough must
be pressured to do more to protect the
waterfront,

“They have the option to stop now,”
Fletcher said.

But Plervefonds officials have said they
are already protecting the waterfiont,

Ward said the housing development
called for 30 per cent of the area to be sot
aside as park land.

“The spvironmentalists just want it
their way or no way,"” Ward sald, noting
the boroueh has other interests al stake.

“We are trving to increase revenues,”
he sald,

The 650-unit Cheval Blanc plan would
have generated about §1 million annually
N i3% revenne.

But if money is such a big issue, Veana
said, why did the borough give the devel-
oper waterfront land at a disconnt price

She said Grilli Immobilier Inc. re-
cetved land west of Riviera Place evoluat-
ed at $230,000 in exchange for waterfront
property the company conldn't develop,

She said the numbers don't add up
when compared to a similar land ex-
change three vears ago betwesn Pierre-
fords and another developer

That developer, she said, received a lot
in 0ld Montreal, which was evaluated at
$2.8 million, in exchange for his Plerre-
fornids properiy
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Canadian cities asked to bak Kyoto

By Rich Maerov

Mews Heperter

hitehorse has been
W.l.\-'}:ul 1o join other
cities in an effort to

balster Canadian support for the
Eyoto Protocol on chirmate
change

Monday, councl wiis asked 1o
s II_'\II|.||.III. Fo itz s
canumitment o Ky OLEYS CrvEron
mental standards by the
Maontreal-luased emvironmental
group Creen Coalition

bl | I.\.-:-LI||| ask vou a consider
this resodution.” sawd coalition
bexwed member Dien Holws

"I'e a resclubion thal STTRTRINTR LY
Kovertor — one Lt s patterned
wlter the resaluton that the
e of Seattl it lrth

Iy Felsruary 2005, as the Kyvolo
Protovol was bewg inplemented
by mwvost ol Elve st bvalizied
workd, Seattle mayor Caeg Nickels
was Frustrated to see the L st
NIUNgE i I||| I|-|| T

Sov e inrodluced the |
Muavars' Claneile "rotectjon
Aprecinent, i ||||-|! O I ||l.||
ines o mect Kyobo's tirgets and
[rert pressure on Washinglon o
ratibyv il

“If the White Houss 1sn T poing

to make it huppen fun the o
down, Americi’s cibies cun and
willl ik it happen fronn the
e iy sabd Mickels

Since then, 260 LS o

representing msre than 47 nul




Agreciiient

WIS Doy et R’ Tuir [t il
pub pressure on Washligton 1o
ratify i

‘IF-the White House 't going
tes madie {t hatppen (roan the lop
diowwn, America’s cilies cin aand
will ke ot happen trom the
prauesd o sand Mickels

S then, 2640 LS imayors
representing more than 47 mil-
lici Americans have passed the
J“l'“’."l'll‘l“.

Mow that Canada’s new federal
government his begun 1o back
ot of its Kyoto commitments,
ihe Green Coalition has decided
1o follow Mickel's grasstoots stral-

|.|I1IL|: LR IRLTTETINT il

“We look at this resolution as o
way of suying, 'Well, if the federal
government will not support this
then we have 1o bring it down a
level and go to the people and say
it's your responsibility ultimately
to take care of this,™ Hobus 1old
counil.

In 2002, Canada, which pro-
duces about two per cent of the
world's greenhouse gases, ratified
the Kyoto protocol, committing
to reduce its greenhouse gas
cmissions 1o six per cent below
1990 levels by 2012,

Some estimates peg Canada’s
emission levels now 1o be 3O per
cent higher than they were in
1990,

Harper has said the 2012 rarger
15 unpmsib]c. and since nking
office in January, has begun dis-
mantling almost all of Ottawa's
green initiatives,

He says he wants to replice
Kyoto with a "made in Canada™
plan, the details of which are set
to be released in Octaber, accord-
ing to the Glabe and Mail.

The Green Coalition's resolu-
tion urges municipalities to meel
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CLIMATE CHANGE... Don Hobus of the Green Coalition is in Whitehorse promoting the Kyoto Protocol,

or exceed Kyoto targets lor reduc-
ing global warming pollution by
tuking actions such as expanding
renewable energry sources and
public transit, creating new elfi-
L"lﬂ'u:}l standdards for vehicles and
buildings, sdopting land-use poli-
ches that preserve green space and
incresging recycling,

Al the beglnning ol lune, the
group presented the resolution at
the sl convention ol the
Canadian Federstion of
Mumnicipalitics,

Since then, Hobiis has fired it
off to 60 1owns and cities across
the country, and ansber 120
French versions are o be distrib-
uted to municipalitics in Quebe,

He has been lobbying mayors
in his immediite region of Dois-
des-Filion, Quebec, and $o far
two towns, Roscmere and
Blainwille, luve passed the resolu-
tion. '

Several other mayors have
agreed 1o pass it by the end of the
summer, he said.

“I've met nothing but positive
results o far”

Holwus was in Whitchorse this
week visiting family and took the
opportunity to floal the resolu-
Hon in person.

“The territories are probalbly
secing the impuct of global

warming first, so 1 think it's in
their interesty” Hobus said in an
interview.

“And it's a way for them 1o
pass the message 1o the rest of the
country that this is not a joke,
this i not a hoax, it's actually
happening and we're secing it
firsthand.”

He says the popularity of for-
mer US Vice-Presadent Al Gore's
docomeéntary ilm An
Inconvenient Truth has helpel
raise awarencss of the global
warming kssue and he plans 10
add copies of the DVD 10 his
campaign materials once it is
released.

Hobus hopes he'll have a
decent response by mid
November, when Canada chairs
the next annual UN climate
change conference in Nairobi,
Kenyu.

Conservative Environment
Minister Rona Ambrase will pre-
side over the conference, during
which the Kyoto signatories are 1o
decide on targets for after 2012,

“If Canada pulls out, imagine
the message it's sending 1o every-
body," said Hobus. '

At the 2005 UN climate
change conference in Montreal,
miayor Nickels headed a special
delegation, one separate from the
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oflicial delegution sent by the
Bush administration.

Tlis aliernate delegation was
in favour of Kyoto and (ncluded
mayors [vom across the US,
including smaller middle
American communities.

“The (LS mayor} movement
has Been an incredible success,
and it just keeps growing,” said
Nickel's spokesperson Marty
McOwmiber in an interview yester-
day,

"They're agreeing to take this
issue and make their voice heard
an a state and federal level 1o
encourage action that will reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

"1 don't know if it will work
the same way in Canada or not,
but if the model works there that
would be wonderful, because
what it does is engage people in

‘their own home towns and allow
them to address what is a global
issue”

The initiutive taken by the US
mayors is 4 powerful rejection of
President Bush’s parrow-minded-
ness on climate change, said
Canadian broadeaster and envi-
ronmental activist David Suzulki
im an e-mail to The News.

“It should be embarrassing to
him bet 1 believe that in Canada
too, it will be action at the grass-

roots level, by citizens, municipal-
ithes and provinces that should
ke our prime minister face up
ko thie fact that Canada is espe-
chally vulnerable,” Suzuki wrote,

"People in the North, lile Yukon
citizens, know [ull well that global
warmning s happening and upset-
ting ecological systems.

“I hope the action of the mayors
will make our federal government
pay attention and act as most citi-
ens of the country want,”

City administrators will present
the Green Coalition's resolution o
council and seek its direction on the
initiative, said city manager Dennis
Shewlelr.

“We have the sample resolution
that was provided,” Shewfelt said
“Cound can adopt that or they can
amend it to their liking "

"I¢'ll be brought up and I'm quite
sure we'll take the steps that we need
to support what this guy is doing,”
said acting mayor Dave Austin,

“Let's face it, Canada’s backed off
on the thing, so in the grand scheme
of things, Whitchorse is not going o
have a great deal of effect)” he said.

“But what the hedk, chi

“I don't have a problem with
supporting it at all”

Contact Rich Maerov at
richm@ysikon-news.com,



